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Kids were excited, and a bit confused, to s2e Branden Ellis wearing Chex Mex the snake as a hat

Campers
delight
in day of
animal fun

By KELSIE RADZISKI
RracisR KR Iheralkd com

Bugs, a rabbit and a collec
thom of reptiles from the Center
fior Science Teaching & Learn-
ing, in Rockville Centre, visited
the children at the Academic
Explorers Day Camp in Union-
dale last week.

The interactive lesson on
land animals, on July 11, was
led by Brandon Ellis, a science
teacher at CST&L. The camp-
ers, who ranged in age from &
months to 10 years, were excit-
ed to learn about the animals
and what makes them special.

“I feal that we are inspiring
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Supporting kids with special needs

By KELSIE RADZISKI

kradziskkEherald.com

The Association for Chil-
dren with Down Syndrome’s
Early Intervention Clinic offers
special-needs kids under age 5
from across Long Island servic-
es and support.

“It's the happiest place in
the world,” said Jane Shimkin,
director of early intervention
for the association, which is
headguartered in Plainview:

The program offered home-
based services before the coro-
navirus pandemic, sending
physical, occupational and
speech therapists to the homes

of children with specials needs,

But becanse of the health
risks the pandemic created and
the impact the isolation had on
children's development. Shim-
kin pushed to open & clinic
where they could receive in-
person care once it was
allowed. It opened in Plainview
in September 2020, with staff
and students wearing masks
and taking necessary safety
precautions, and it has grown
since then.

For Long Island families
who could use the clinic but
may not be able to travel to Pla-
inview, there is van transporta-
tion service to and from the

facility

Maria Wasilewski, who lives
in Uniondale, is grateful for the
van service, which she uses
twice a week for her sons. "1
can't even describe how perfect
it is.” she said of the clinic. “1
can't imagine golng somewhere
else.”

One of the first babies to
come to the clinic was Francis
Wasilewski, Maria's son. He
received care from the profes-
sionals in the clinic until he
aped out at 5, and now, at age 6,
he is preparing to begin first
grade. Maria said she struggled
to find the care he needed dur-
ing the pandemic, and is appre-

ciative of the opportunity the
clinic gave Francis.

“If 1t wasn't for Jane and the
clinic, we wouldn't be getting
services for a very long time,”
Maria said.

Now her younger son,
Michal, 3, is receiving occupa-
tional and speech therapy at
the facility. Both boys, she said,
lowe the place.

The clinic offers services
ranging from physical and
cecupational therapy to groap
play and story time. There is
even a new "splish-splash”™ area
outside.

The emphasis is on commu-
nication and family training, so
parents or guardians always
know what is going on inside
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" ACDS golf outing in Hempstead next Monday
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the classroom and during therapy ses-
sions, Each child has an individualized
plan of services and support,

Alexandra DM Zoppola-Brown, an
occupational theraplst who has been
working at the clinie for three years,
gald she appreclates the constant cokm-
munication and collaboration between
the staff and the families,

“We're alwayvs working towards

Kekk RadasklHersid phois
Matthew Padilla Perez, 2, played with toy
cars in the Association for Children with
Down Smdrome's class for 2-year-olds.

achleving goals so that (the kids) are
developmentally doing the things they
should be deing,” DI Zoppolo-Brown
sald,

Jolle Abel, a teacher assistant in
Shimkin's class for 2-yearolds whe has
been at the clinle for nearly two years,
has worked with people with intellectu-
al disabilities for over 30 vears, and sald
she loves working clinic with the chil-
dremn.

“Twe worked with adults bt I'd never
worked with childremn, so 1 was really
excited o see where 1t all starts,” Abel
sald, “T love it here.”

I owdher to operate the clinle and the
transportation service, Shimkin
explained, the ACDS rely oh grants and
fundraisers such as ks annual golf out-
ing, scheduled for next Monday at the
Hempstead Golf and Country Clab, The
event will feature not only an afternoon
of golf, but also contests on the course,
including a $10.000 hole-in-one prize,
and unigue raffle prizes like a signed
New York Islanders jersev

The funds raised by the outing will
benefit the ACDS Foundation by helping
to “support lifetime programs serving
people with developmental disabilities
and their families,” according to a news
release.

For information on tickets for the
polf outing and sponsorship opportuni-
ties, call (516} 933-4700 or email develop-
mentiiacds.org.

Maria Wasllw::h wlt sons Francls, 6, left, and Michael, 3, in the ACDS's occupa-
tinnal therapy gvm,

. To find out mare
sean aur OR code

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICES

an
—
i
an
an
™
a3
=
=L
=~
263787

Licensed & insured * Nassau #HIB00090000 = Suffolk #36220-H

UNIOMDALE

HERALD

HOW TO REACH US
{hur offices am Inzated at 2 Ende Bivd Gaden Cite NY 11530 and are opes fom 8:30 am to &30 pom, Mondyy throsgh Fiday

MAIN PHONE: (516) 589-4000
W E-MAIL: Letters and other submissians: rbethany@liherakd.com
B ERdTORIAL DEPARTMENT: E-mail: reethanp@bherald com
W SUBSCRIFTIONS: {516 563-4000 Psscs. "7 E-nail: subeedpioss@iserabi.com Fee [516) 560-2047
W DISPLAT ADVERTISING: (516 S68-d000 Exl. 289 E-mail; sgichma n@itashkl com Fis: (516) 569-4643
B CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: (516 5654000 Ext. 286 E-mall: sreynolds@terald.com Fac (508) 5804643

Unionsiale: Herzld Bracon Mewspaper (FP2|, & publshed Weekly o Thursday by Rachner Communicaions. Inc., 2 Endo B,
(arden Cry Wy 11530, Periodicals Postage: Prices |s Peading ot Gamden Crg iy 11530 and addtonal maiing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes in Uniondale Herald Beacon, 2 Endo B, Gaxden Cry NY 11530

Subec ription e 350 one-Uime pasmon] sithin Macsa Couny o $60 outsida of Nassau County of quakBed rgust in
g code 10508, 11530, 10550, 11553, 10555, 11556, 10590 Copwright & 2023 Richner Communications, inc, A fghts recenvad



